K.U. Leuven (Flanders, Belgium)                                                                  Master in Tourism: English program 


ABOUT THE (Flemish) MASTER OF TOURISM

The Flemish Master of Tourism offers an educational program that emerges from the collaboration between ten educational institutions. The K.U.Leuven signs for the overall co-ordination, organisation and final responsibility. 
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10 collaborating institutions

• K.U.Leuven : general co-ordination and final responsability

• KH Brugge-Oostende 

• KH Mechelen

• UGent (Univ. Ghent)

• UHasselt (Univ. Hasselt)

• VUB (Univ. Brussels)

• Hogeschool West-Vlaanderen

• Erasmus Hogeschool Brussel

• Plantijn Hogeschool Antwerpen

• Xios Hogeschool Limburg

Representatives from the sector

•

Flemish Tourism Board 

(Toerisme Vlaanderen)

•

Office of the Minister for Tourism

•

Flemish Center for Tourism Policy 

Studies ( Steunpunt T&R)

•

FTI (Fed. of the Tourism Industry)

•

Union of independent Entrepreneurs 

(UNIZO)

•

VVR  (Ass. Flemish Travel Agencies)


The program aims at offering specialized courses in tourism from an economic angle on the one hand and from a place and society perspective on the other hand. Not only contents but also creativity is focussed on as well as the ability of conducting independently a study in the field of tourism management, tourism market analysis, tourism policy and development etc. A multidisciplinary approach is predominantly present within the program as well as within the structure of staff and didactical teams.

The complete educational program consists of three semesters and therefore takes 1.5 years.

· Bridging programs: 2 (36 or 45 ECTS credits), September – End December with evaluation/assessment in January.
Only in Dutch; only for students without academic bachelor degree in tourism
· Master program

· Part  1 (30 ECTS credits): February – End May, with evaluation/assessment in June 


package of courses, focussing on management of tourism on the one hand and space and society related to tourism on the other hand.

· Part 2 (30 ECTS credits): End September – End December 

 applied integrated research project.  This semester is focussing on applications, with a group seminar about integrated cases from the tourism practice (15 ECTS) and the elaboration of an individual master’s thesis (15 ECTS).
The project is permanently evaluated and winded up with a final presentation in the week before Christmas Holidays; de master proof is presented in February.
About the English program for exchange.

The English program, covering 2 semesters, is structured as follows:
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 Students with limited research experience should take an additional course
· Communication and Knowledge, and Socio-cultural and Economic Environment of Belgium**  (3 credits)
from the Erasmus Mundus Master in Sustainable Territorial Development

· OLA1: Field trip: Socio-cultural and economic environment of Belgium and the linguistic structures (2 field trips - 1 ECTS)

· OLA2: Seminar: Research seminar: communication and transversal skills leading to master proof and internship (2 ECTS) 

SEMESTER 1: for the content of the courses: see  
http://onderwijsaanbod.kuleuven.be/opleidingen/n/SC_51016920.htm
All courses can be selected by their course number and the translation of objectives, content etc. can be obtained by using ‘English’ in the left menu.
SEMESTER 2: particularly suitable for exchange 

· Seminar about integrated cases in tourism practice (15 ECTS) (from the last week of September until the last lecturing week of December).
This seminar counts for 15 credits according to the European credit system. This fits a ¼ work load of a full academic year.

For this seminar, students choose a case topic. Topics for the project are announced in advance via the internet and explained in a plenary session. The list of topics changes every year, some of them are suggested by academics in the field, others by the sector. Each topic implies a research question in tourism from an economic/company perspective, from a policy/institutional perspective or both. A group of maximum 5 students elaborate a topic, issue or problem working all the way through a research set-up, elaboration of a theoretical framework and an empirical analysis with desktop research and fieldwork. The seminar is conducted by a didactical team of 3 lecturers; they coach and help the students to optimise their analysis and results.

Beyond contacts between the didactical team and the students within the group, three plenary sessions offer opportunities to present the project in different stages to peers and other staff members, to get into discussion and to defend the project. At the same time, one gets informed about the other projects (their content, methodology, timing, problems and opportunities).

Since this seminar project is elaborated in a group, the student is trained in teamwork, learns to listen and appreciate the ideas of fellow students and learns to formulate and defend his/hers own approach. This seminar fits within the K.U.Leuven wide concept of Guided Independent Learning.

The evaluation is based on:

· the report of the project;

· the presentations during the plenary sessions and active discussion;

· peer assessment.
· Master’s Thesis (15 ECTS).

The master’s thesis counts for 15 credits according to the European credit system. This corresponds with ¼ work load of an academic year.

The student can :

· choose a master thesis subject from a list ;

· indicate a particular subfield (strategic management, tourism-policy, heritage & cultural tourism, eco-tourism, marketing & branding, transports, etc.) and/or a particular spatial research area (region of Flanders, country of Belgium, European Union); in that case, a tutor will formulate some suggestions ;

· suggest of a personal title. Therefore a proposal has to be send to the program responsible; all master thesis subjects (need to) imply a theoretical framework and an empirical study with field work in Flanders/Belgium/European Union that can be combined with the seminar of the integrated cases (refer part 1).

The master thesis is elaborated on an individual basis, coached by one tutor (in some cases two). In exceptional cases one subject can be attributed to two different students, studying the same topic or issue from different angles. In case of an exchange, the supervisor of the host university helps with advice with respect to content and with practical issues related to the fieldwork for the master thesis. The supervisor (“promoter”) at the home university is responsible for the final text. The supervisor at the host university can be “co-promotor” if he/she comments also on the structure and content of the thesis and reviews texts.

ABOUT COMING TO LEUVEN and ADMISSION RULES

· For a part of the program ‘master of tourism’ (in English): student exchange
Several educational institution from inside and outside the EU have a bilateral collaboration and exchange agreement with the K.U.Leuven. Some of these agreements incorporate an exchange for tourism studies.

Within the EU the collaboration agreements follow the Erasmus/Socrates guidelines. Students have access to the part of the program in English (semester 3) without paying any supplementary registration fee. The program at the K.U.Leuven is considered as a substitution of a part of the educational program at their own, sending university.

At K.U.Leuven all facilities for K.U.Leuven students are available to foreign students under exchange agreements and the university services help at finding accommodation. The EU may provide a scholarship depending on the financial situation of parents, etc.

For students from educational institutions outside the EU, the collaboration agreements offer the same opportunities as for students originating from within the EU without providing a scholarship.

Foreign students who want to follow the English program of 1 semester have to make sure that their educational institution has a bilateral collaboration agreement with K.U.Leuven, Faculty of Science, for the Master in Tourism. Therefore no other students are accepted than those students in a tourism program on a master’s level in their home country
· For the full program ‘master of tourism’ 

Foreign students should have

· an academic bachelor degree in tourism from a recognized university

· prove of their command of the Engish language (TOEFL test: min. 6.5)

· ensurance

· valid VISA (if non-EU citizen)

· approval of the International Office of K.U.Leuven

and should be self supporting or holder of a scholarship

For further information:
International Office: trees.deloddere@int.kuleuven.be

Faculty of Science,  mady.vleminckx@wet.kuleuven.be, tel. 32/16/32.14.00 

Program Director Master of Tourism, dominique.vanneste@ees.kuleuven.be, tel. 32/16/32.24.42

